
2026 NWKS Childcare Conference Information 
DUE TO A SCHEDULING ERROR, ON THE PART OF THE HILTON GARDEN INN, 
THE LOCATION OF THE 2026 NWKS CHILDCARE CONFERENCE HAS BEEN 
CHANGED TO FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY. 
 
SESSION LOCATION INFORMATION: 
Thursday, August 6, Session 1 Location:  
FHSU Memorial Union Black and Gold Ballroom (700 College Drive, Hays, KS 
67601).  The Black and Gold Ballroom is located on the second floor.  The facility is 
handicapped accessible with elevators available on the ground floor.  Parking is 
available directly to the west of the Union.  School is not yet in session, so there will still 
be plenty of parking on campus.

Friday, August 7, Session 2 Location:  
FHSU Beach Schmidt Performing Arts Center Auditorium (Sheridan Hall, 600 Park 
St, Hays, KS 67601). Parking is available around the perimeter of the building AND 
behind the Union.  School is not yet in session, so there will still be plenty of parking on 
campus.

Friday, August 7, Session 3 (CPR/First Aid) Location:  
Providers from OUTSIDE of Ellis County will travel to the FHSU Memorial Union 
Stouffer Lounge for their CPR/First Aid training.  Stouffer Lounge is on the second floor 
of the Union, across from the Black and Gold Ballroom.

Providers from Ellis County, will travel across town to the Ellis County EMS Building 
(1105 E 22nd St, Hays, KS 67601)



 

LODGING INFORMATION:  
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Holiday Inn Express, located at 4650 Roth 
Ave, Hays, KS 67601.  Their phone number is 1-888-465-4329.  Please reference the 
“NWKS Childcare Conference” when making your reservations.  The cost of rooms in 
the block is $150 per night.  This discounted rate is available until July 15, 2026.  After 
that time, regular rates apply.  These rooms are available on a first-come-first served 
basis.  Other than the discounted block of rooms, we are unable to offer other financial 
support for lodging.  Attendees are responsible for their own lodging and travel 
expenses.  You are NOT required to stay at the Holiday Inn Express.  In addition to the 
Holiday Inn Express, Hays has a wide variety of other lodging options.  You can access 
that full list here:  https://www.visithays.com/111/Stay

 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Thursday, August 6 (Black & Gold Ballroom)  
7:15 to 7:50: Registration & Breakfast 
 
7:50 to 8:00: Welcome   
Clare Gustin, NWKS Innovation Center Board Chair 

https://www.visithays.com/111/Stay


 
8:00 to 10:00: Trauma Informed Care (2 hours) 
Richard Falcon, Program Manager, Compass Behavioral Health  
 
10:00 to 10:15: Break 
 
10:15 to 11:30: Trauma Informed Care Continued (1 hour and 15 minutes) 
 
11:30 to 12:15: Lunch  
 
12:15 to 2:15: Nutrition (2 hours) 
Kelly Hall, Director, Sunshine Connections 
 
2:15 to 2:30: Break 
 
2:30 to 4:00: Positive Support for Challenging Behaviors (2 hours) 
Kim Specht, Early Childhood Behavior Consultant, Central Kansas Education 
Cooperative 
 
4:00 to 5:00:  For Profit & Non-Profit Childcare Facilities (1 hour) 
Dana Jo Stanton, Childcare Program Specialist, NWKS Innovation Center

 
Friday, August 7 (Beach Schmidt Auditorium)  
7:15 to 7:50: Registration & Breakfast 
If you registered on Thursday, you do not need to register again on Friday.  Coffee and 
donuts are available in the foyer.  Food and drinks cannot be brought into the 
auditorium. 
 
7:50 to 8:00: Welcome  
 
8:00 to 10:00: Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect (two hours)*  
Jamie Shaw, Child Care Aware of Kansas 
 
10:00 to 12:00: Basic Child Development (two hours)*  
Jamie Shaw, Child Care Aware of Kansas 
 
12:00 to 12:45: Lunch  
 
Box lunches will be available in the foyer. 



 
12:45 to 4:45:  CPR/First Aid  
Providers from outside of Ellis County will travel to the Stouffer Lounge, found on the 
second floor of the Memorial Union (across the hall from the Black and Gold ballroom).  
Ellis County providers will travel to the Ellis County EMS Building located at 1105 E 
22nd St, Hays, KS 67601. There are no prior online classes needed for either of the 
CPR Classes.  Both classes are traditional, in-person classes. There is no difference 
between the two classes. The First Aid/CPR providers already have their class 
registration lists and are preparing cards based on that list.

*These two classes are part of the initial KDHE Health and Safety Training block that 
new providers are required to take.  While the information may be updated from when 
you first took the classes, the topic generally has not changed.  These are offered for 
those providers wanting a refresher. 

As with all trainings, YOU can choose which sessions you want to attend.  You are not 
required to attend them all.

CERTIFICATES:  
With the exception of the Child Care Aware trainings, you will be given training 
certificates at the end of each day.  Child Care Aware certificates (Reporting Child 
Abuse & Neglect AND Basic Child Development) will be available through Cape.  The 
way this process works is that at the start of each training, we will circulate a registration 
sign-in sheet. This is how we verify that you are in attendance. We will do this for each 
individual presentation. If you do not sign the registration sheet for each training, we 
cannot verify your attendance. At the end of each day, you will pick up your training 
certificates at the registration tables. 

 
CLIMATE:  
Because of the large group (180 participants) and August temperatures, we will have 
the AC going strong.  We will not have the ability to adjust the temperature at the 
venue.  Because of this please dress in layers or bring a jacket in case you get chilly.

 
MEALS:  
Thursday morning breakfast will feature a French toast buffet, coffee, and water.  
Thursday lunch will consist of a taco bar, dessert (cobbler), water, and iced tea.  There 
will be a light snack (snack mix) available Thursday afternoon.  Friday morning donuts 
and coffee will be served in the foyer of the Beach Schmidt Auditorium.  Food and 
drinks cannot be brought into the auditorium.  Friday lunch, for those that requested it, 
will be a boxed lunch with a sandwich, bag of chips, chocolate chip cookies, and a bottle 



of water.  The boxed lunches will be available for pick-up in the foyer of Beach Schmidt.  
Those participants with CPR/First Aid will take their box lunches with them to the site of 
their training.  All others may leave with their box lunch or eat it in the foyer. There will 
be no soft drinks provided at this year’s conference.  Attendees are encouraged to bring 
their own drink (in a non-spillable receptacle) if they would like something beyond what 
is provided with meals.  No open beverage containers or food are allowed in Beach 
Schmidt Auditorium.

COST: 
There is no registration cost for providers to attend the conference.  All meals, snacks 
and materials are free.  Fire extinguisher and fingerprint services are free of charge. 
Please keep track of any other expense receipts as they can be submitted for tax 
purposes.

CONFERENCE MATERIALS:  
Each attendee will receive a goody bag with a conference booklet (with space for 
notes), a pen, a name tag, and other goodies. 

DOOR PRIZES:  
We will have lots of great door prizes!  All door prizes will be given away on Thursday, 
August 6th.  If you are registered for the conference, you are automatically in the 
drawing.  You don’t need a ticket to keep track of, but you must be present to win. All 
door prizes were donated – thanks to our donors!

FIRE EXTINGUISHER SERVICE:  
American Fire LLC will be on site, Thursday August 6th.  You can drop off your fire 
extinguishers at the American Fire table (along the perimeter of the banquet hall) when 
you arrive.  They will provide a free inspection and have your extinguisher ready by the 
end of the day on Thursday.  No fire extinguisher drop-offs or pick-ups are available on 
Friday.

FINGERPRINT SERVICES:  
Free fingerprint services will be available on Thursday, August 6th only.  The table for 
this service will be located with the other vendors on the outside the perimeter of the 
banquet hall.

VENDORS: 
We will have multiple vendors around the perimeter of the banquet hall, please look at 
all they have to offer!  The vendors will only be available on Thursday.  There will be no 
vendors on Friday.



CONFERENCE SATISFACTION SURVEY: 
An online conference satisfaction survey will be available at the conference through the 
conference booklet.  All participants are encouraged to complete the survey.

PHOTOS: 
We will be taking candid photos throughout the conference.  If you choose not to be in a 
photo, please quietly alert the photographer at the time of the conference.  Photos will 
not be identified by name and will be used to promote the conference to potential 
funders. 

REGISTRATION VERIFICATION AND QUESTIONS:  
Conference intern, Gracie Jo Stanton is once again coordinating all registration 
activities, but her duties will not commence until June 1, 2026 (she will be busy with 
college finals, graduation and law-school prep before then).  Gracie Jo will contact all 
registrants via phone or email by mid-June with details of their registration.  At that time, 
let her know if you have questions about your registration, or whether your plans have 
changed and you cannot attend the conference.  You can contact her via email 
at graciejostanton@outlook.com.  You can also contact her by phone, AFTER 5:00 pm, 
at 785-259-7918.  Once again, please do not contact her before June 1, 2026 so 
she has a chance to complete her final college semester.

If you have questions that cannot wait until June 1, 2026, feel free to contact Dana Jo 
Stanton at danajstanton@nwkeici.org. 

OTHER QUESTIONS:  
Non-registration questions can be directed to the Innovation Center Childcare Program 
Specialist, Dana Jo Stanton at danajstanton@nwkeici.org.
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